
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

  
ITA Airways accompanies Pope Leo XIV on his first Apostolic Journey 

 

Departure from Rome Fiumicino on November 27 bound for Türkiye and Lebanon 

 

Rome, November 18, 2025 – ITA Airways, the Italian reference carrier, will accompany Pope Leo XIV on the 

occasion of his first Apostolic Journey. The Holy Father will depart on November 27 at 7:40 a.m. from Rome 

Fiumicino Airport, bound for Ankara (Esenboğa International Airport). 

 

The aircraft chosen for the occasion represents the technological excellence of the ITA Airways fleet: the 

Airbus A320neo, which ensures up to a 20% reduction in fuel consumption and CO₂ emissions per passenger 

compared to aircraft of the previous generation. The flight will depart from Terminal 5 of Leonardo da Vinci 

Airport and land in Ankara at 12:30 p.m. local time. 

 

The journey will continue to Istanbul, with arrival scheduled for 7:00 p.m. (local time), and subsequently to 

Beirut, where he will land at 3:45 p.m. on November 30. The return to Rome Fiumicino is scheduled for 

December 2 at 4:10 p.m. 

 

Welcoming the Holy Father on board at Fiumicino Airport on behalf of ITA Airways will be Chairman Sandro 

Pappalardo, Chief Executive Officer and General Manager Joerg Eberhart, and ITA Airways Chief Commercial 

Officer and Volare CEO Emiliana Limosani. The flight and onboard operations will be supervised by 

Commander Riccardo Privitera, the company's Chief of Flight Operations; the total crew will consist of 10 

members, including 3 pilots and 7 flight attendants, joined by the ITA Airways team dedicated to special flights. 

In addition to the papal delegation, representatives of the Italian and international press will travel with Pope 

Leo XIV. 

 

ITA Airways expresses its deep honor for the high privilege of accompanying His Holiness Pope Leo XIV on 

his first Apostolic Journey. This event represents not only a moment of great spiritual significance but also a 

symbol of trust and closeness, reaffirming ITA Airways’ commitment to embody in the skies of the world the 

values of excellence, reliability, and service that define it. All the Company’s personnel share in the solemnity 

of this moment, which will remain a significant milestone in the history of ITA Airways. 

 

For press information: 

Pietro Caldaroni, Chief Communication Officer 
Mail: media@ita-airways.com 
 
About ITA Airways 
ITA Airways is the Italian reference carrier. The Company is 59% owned by the Ministry of Economy and Finance and 41% by Deutsche Lufthansa 
AG. ITA Airways operates both passenger and cargo air transport services, providing Italy with high-quality connectivity to international destinations, 
supporting tourism and foreign trade, as well as domestic connectivity within the Country, also leveraging integrated mobility. 
Through strong digitization of processes to ensure the best possible experience and personalized services, ITA Airways places customer service at 
the core of its strategy. This is combined with a commitment to sustainability, which encompasses environmental aspects (such as a young, 
technologically advanced fleet to reduce environmental impact), social aspects (a strong focus on its employees and the communities in which it 
operates), and governance aspects (integrating sustainability into internal strategies and processes).  
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